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ON	  THE	  
ROAD	  TO	  
FIREWISE	  
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Fire	  Aware	  	  	  

•  Common	  Sense	  and	  Example	  of	  Neighbors:	  
–  Clearing	  area	  around	  cabin	  –	  we	  achieved	  no	  area	  less	  
than	  50	  feet	  from	  building	  

–  Thin	  –	  reduce	  fuels	  –	  park	  out	  
– Gravel	  area	  around	  buildings	  

•  Flathead	  County	  RegulaKons	  
– Metal	  roofs	  
– Distance	  between	  trees	  within	  different	  perimeters	  

•  Advice	  of	  Builder	  
–  Store	  some	  water	  	  -‐	  3500	  gallons	  in	  cistern	  
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QUICKLY	  ASSESS	  

Is	  any	  area	  of	  your	  property	  
vulnerable	  and	  in	  need	  of	  prompt	  

acKon?	  











































REFORESTING	  GOALS	  
•  Jump	  ahead	  of	  the	  Lodgepole	  Pine	  to	  include	  

1300	  2nd	  generaKon	  trees	  (Douglas	  Fir,	  White	  
Pine,	  Ponderosa	  Pine,	  Aspen,	  Juniper	  and	  
Engelman	  Spruce)	  without	  waiKng	  for	  nature	  	  

•  Included	  750	  shrubs	  (Buffalowberry,	  Service	  
Berry,	  Chokecherry,	  Snowberry,	  RO	  Dogwood,	  
Wild	  Rose	  and	  Willow)	  

•  Insure	  ample	  stand	  of	  more	  fire	  resistent	  
Tamarack	  around	  cabin	  

•  SaKsfy	  special	  needs	  idenKfied	  in	  the	  Forest	  
RevegetaKon	  Plan.	  





TO	  LOG	  OR	  NOT	  TO	  LOG?	  

Our	  RevegetaKve	  Plan	  RECOMMENDED	  logging:	  
•  Based	  on	  consensus	  of	  forestry	  professionals	  from	  U.	  
of	  Montana	  and	  Montana	  State	  U.	  

•  If	  conducted	  under	  guidelines	  and	  Kmetable	  outlined	  
in	  our	  Plan	  
–  Logging	  is	  conducted	  in	  non-‐growing	  season	  immediately	  
aaer	  fire.	  Later	  logging	  should	  be	  conducted	  from	  trails	  or	  
can	  destroy	  emerging	  plants.	  

–  Conducted	  by	  experience	  logger	  who	  will	  bring	  in	  no	  
contaminants	  

–  Limited	  number	  of	  small	  landing	  or	  decking	  areas	  which	  
are	  given	  special	  abenKon	  in	  RevegetaKon	  Plan	  



BENEFITS	  OF	  LOGGING	  

•  Breaks	  up	  soil	  to	  receive	  water	  and	  allow	  penetraKon	  of	  
nutrients	  to	  encourage	  sprouKng	  of	  regeneraKve	  seeds	  and	  
prevent	  establishment	  of	  noxious	  weeds.	  

•  Turn	  skid	  trails	  to	  management	  trails.	  
•  Reduce	  presence	  of	  unstable	  snags	  hazardous	  to	  persons	  and	  

buildings	  
•  Provide	  room	  for	  planKng	  varieKes	  of	  desirable	  trees	  and	  

shrubs.	  
•  Post	  fire	  ground	  scaber	  and	  logging	  debris	  can	  be	  piled	  for	  

small	  animal	  habitat	  and	  when	  decomposing	  provide	  forest	  
nutrients.	  	  

•  Revenue	  from	  logging	  can	  finance	  the	  post	  fire	  rehabilitaKve	  
and	  reforestaKon	  acKvity.	  	  

























In	  2005,	  spot	  planted	  failed	  areas	  
with	  	  

UNIVERSITY	  OF	  IDAHO	  

	  “SuperTrees”	  



SIT	  BACK	  AND	  WATCH	  THE	  TREES	  
GROW….	  
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BIGGEST	  MISTAKES	  

•  Hugging	  too	  many	  baby	  Lodgepole	  
Pine	  

•  Not	  thinning	  faster.	  


