


Certification is not needed for:

o Immediate family members of certified
private applicators

o Employees of certified private applicators

but they must be trained and supervised by the
certified applicator

1f you do not receive your license within six weeks,
contact the MDA (406) 444-4900. After you receive
your license contact the local county Extension office
PAT (Private Applicator Trainer; Extension agent)
coordinator to register on the local Pesticide Education
Record Keeping System. You can then receive information
on all Pesticide Education program opportunities,
credit updates, and miscellaneous pesticide registration
information. This will also assure that all training sessions
you attend will be properly recorded for recertification.

Private Applicator Fees

Since 1993, according to the Montana Pesticide Act,
the fee for private pesticide applicators is $50 and is
distributed as:

o $15 (30 percent) to the Montana Department of
Agriculture for administration.

* $15 (30 percent) to the Extension office of the
county in which the private applicator resides. This
money is used to support pesticide certification and
training programs conducted in those counties.

* $5 (10 percent) to the Montana State University
Pesticide Safety Education Office.

* $15 (30 percent) to the Montana Department of
Agriculture Waste Pesticide and Pesticide Disposal
Program.

The $50 fee is prorated over a five-year recertification
oycle. For example, an initial applicator paying fees during
the second year of the cycle would pay $40. "The payment
for the third year would be $30 and so forth. Refer to the
Pesticide Certification Districts Map (Figure 1) to see what
your prorated initial certification fee is.

Pesticide Certification Districts/Accruing
Recertification Credits

All applicators must accrue six recertification credits by the
end of their certification cycle. Recertification credits can

be obrained by attending approved training sessions, taking
an online quiz or taking a closed-book exam at the local
PAT office. Montana is divided into five districts (Figure 1),
with all the private applicator licenses in any given region
expiring on December 315t of a given year. If applicators fail
to accrue six recertification credits by the end of this cycle,
they will lose their current private applicator certification.
Applicators who are certified in the fifth year of the
certification cycle are automatically grandfathered into the
next cycle and do not need to accumuilate six recertification
credits. Applicators who are initially certified after July st
of the 2nd year of their certification cycle will be pro-rated
3 recertification credits. The only way to become certified
within the first 12 months of a lapsed certification is a
closed-book exam at the county MSU Extension office or
attending a private applicator initial certification program.

An applicator may elect to take a closed-book exam
(pass with a score of more than 70 percent) at any time
during the fifth year of the certification cycle to qualify for
the next cycle.

As a certified private pesticide applicator you are
responsible for maintaining your license. You are also
responsible for keeping track of the programs you attend.
Dol not procrastinate or you may be caught at the end of the
cycle without any program credit opportunities in your local

FIGURE 1. Montana Pesticide
Certlification Cycle by Districts.
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