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PESTICIDES ARE AN IMPORTANT TOOL FOR MANY 
Montana f:!rmers. r:l.Ilcllers and landowners. Many 
commonly used 'general usc' pesticides can be purchased 
wi thout a liccn~ and used on your own propcrl}'. These 
pesticides do nOI generally C,1U5e unreasonable adverse effects 
on rhe environmenr and include such products as Onho. 
Sevin and Roundup. Other ' restrictc<1 usc' pest icides arc 
more strictly regulated and re(lu ire 
you to have a license to purchase 
or apply them due to the potential 
adverse effects thl'Se products may 
cause the environment, non-target 
animals or the applica tor. l llis would 
include such products as l ordon 
22Ka

, Furadan4F·, \'Varrior I E· 
and man)' morc. The Monr.ma State 
University Pesticide S:lfety EJu('1tion 
Program coordinates the certification 
needs of private' applicators wishing 
to apply restricted usc pesticides 
across the S13 te. " his is a combined 
effort between the Momana 
Department of Agriculture and MSU 
Extension personnel. 

lllere arc m:lIly things a certified 
private applicator (1111'101 do thaI 
arc often misunderstood. C.crtified 
private pesticide applicators cannot 
apply pesticides com mercially 
and can only apply restricted-usc 
pesticides on land dl3t the)' own, retll or lease. A cert ified 
applicator also cannot sell or give away pcsticides. Finally, 
a cert ified applicalOr cannot give his/her perm it to non­
family members or non-employees to purchase restricted usc 
pest icides. 

Private applicators wanting to purchase or ll.~C rcscrictcd lise 
pcsticidcs should read this publiC:lf ion, For more inform:l.lion 
on non-private (commercial, !;overnmelH:11, non-commercial) 
cert ificuion comact the Momall:t Dcparunent of Agriculture. 

(406) 444-5400 for further details. 

The process of obtaining private certification 
1'0 become cert ified 35 a private 
applicator for the first time, you 
must either attend an approved 
six-hour ini[ial training program 
o r pass the open book Initial 
Privale Pesticide Applic;uor 
exam wjlll allcast 3 grade of 70 
percent. 'n l is lest is oficred al all 
local coumy Extension offices 
and must be administered by an 
aUlhorized reprcsentati\'e of the 
MSU Pesticide Safety EduC:llion 
Program (generally the local eoum)' 
Extension agent). 

If you qU;llify for certification, a 
completed 'Farm Applicator Speci:ll 
Usc Permit' must be completed 
and selll wilh the appropriate 
fees to the /I,'lontana Department 
of Agriculture. 'Ihe Montana 
Departlllent of AgricullUTe will 
thell Ill :, il you a farm :I pplicator 
license within tWO to si::. wccks 

(Figure 2). 111e county Extemion agent may issue a 
temporary perm ir 10 allow the purchase of restricted lISe 
pesticides as soon as possible, provided lhat it is the fiTS( time 
you ha\'c applicd for a license. '!cmporary permits call not be 
issued to applicators who ha\'l: allowed their certification to 
expire (within the I:tSt 24 months) . 

• A fonn (prillnlt) npplimwr is dtfil1d ill thr l~dnrII 11lJ((tiridt, I-imgiril/t mltl RtJdrmicidr An (FIFRA) lIS fill npplirmor ,llIIt USN or Jupmtius 
til, US, 0/ an] mtrinrd usr pmiridt for tllr P"'PoJr o/prodllring 11II] agrirtlltllml rommodity OIl propmy oumr" or rrm r" by Ihr applirawr or hip 
hrr tmployrr. 



Certification is Plot needed for: 

• Immediate family members of certified 
private applicators 

• Employees of certified private applicators 

but they must be trained and supervised by the 
certified applicator 

If you do not receive your license within six weeks, 
contact the MDA (406) 444-4900. After you receive 
your license contact the local county Extension office 
PAT (Private Applicator Trainer; Extension agent) 
coordinator to register on the local Pesticide Education 
Record Keeping System. You can then receive information 
on all Pesticide Education program opportunities, 
credit updates, and miscellaneous pesticide registration 
information. This will also assure that all training sessions 
you attend will be properly recorded for recertification. 

Private Applicator Fees 
Since 1993, according to the Montana Pesticide Act, 
the fee for private pesticide applicators is $50 and is 
distributed as: 

• $15 (30 percent) to the Montana Department of 
Agriculture for administration. 

• $15 (30 percent) to the Extension office of the 
county in which the private applicator resides. This 
money is used to support pesticide certification and 
training programs conducted in those counties. 

• $5 (10 percent) to the Montana State University 
Pesticide Safety Education Office. 

• $15 (30 percent) to the Montana Department of 
Agriculture Waste Pesticide and Pesticide Disposal 
Program. 

FIGURE 1. Montana Pesticide 
Certification Cycle by Districts. 

The $50 fee is prorated over a five-year recertification 
cycle. For example, an initial applicator paying fees during 
the second year of the cycle would pay $40. 'Ine payment 
for the third year would be $30 and so forth. Refer to the 
Pesticide Certification Districts Map (Figure 1) to see what 
your prorated initial certification fee is. 

Pesticide Certlflcatlon Districts/Accruing 
Recertification Credits 
All applicators must accrue six recertification credits by the 
end of their certification cycle. Recertification credits can 
be obtained by attending approved training sessions, taking 
an online quiz or taking a closed-book exam at the local 
PAT office. Montana is divided into five distriCts (Figure 1), 
with all the private applicator licenses in any given region 
expiring on December 31st of a given year. If applicators fail 
to accrue six recertification credits by the end of this cycle, 
they will lose their current private applicator certification. 
Applicators who are certified in the fifth year of the 
certification cycle are automatically grandfathered into the 
next cycle and do not need to accumulate six recertification 
credits. Applicators who are initially certified after July 1st 
of the 2nd year of their certification cycle will be pro-rated 
3 recertification credits. The only way to become certified 
within the first 12 months of a lapsed certification is a 
closed-book exam at the county MSU Extension office or 
attending a private applicator initial certification program. 

An applicator may elect to take a closed-book exam 
(pass with a score of more than 70 percenr) at any time 
during the fifth year of the certification cycle to qualify for 
the next cycle. 

As a certified private pesticide applicator you are 
responsible for maintaining your license. You are also 
responsible for keeping track of the programs you attend. 
Do not procrastinate or you may be caught at the end of the 
cycle without any program credit oppormnities in your local 
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area. You have five years to anai n six recertification credilS. 

All program credit opportunities available in Monrana arc 

on dle ' Pri v~lIe Applicator Train ing' link on the MOlHana 

Pesticide Safety EduCltion Program (PSEP) Web site 
(W\\fw, pesdddes.moorana.OOu). If you have :1I\y quc:srions 

regarding other program opportunities contact the your 
MSU county Extension Office. r-or accessi ng reccnific lI ion 
c redit~ accumulated on your license navigate to lutp~;lIapp. 

ou,gov/pc.q/ index and select 'View Education C redits'. 

Individual appliCltors may request credits for mcctings, 
conventions or other even ts lhat were not pre-approved 
by the MSU PSEI~ Credits lIlay be awarded if proof of 
attendance and program agenda are submitted to a PAT 

coordinator within 30 days of the event. 

What can I expect if I qualify for 
recertification in the next cert ification 
cycle? 
If you have qualified for recertification in the next cycle by 
accum ulating six recenification credits or passing a closed­

book exam, you should receive notice from the Montana 
Department of Agriculture in December or January of 

the recertifyi ng year. This nOfice will explain that you 
qualify for recertification and will ask for your payment 
of$50 for the next cycle. If you do not pay the $50 fcc, 
you will not be recenified in lhe next cycle. Upon paying 

your fcc. your license shou ld arrive by February 1st of the 
recert ifying year. Contact the Montana Department of 

Agricuhure if you have paid your fee and still h:lVC not 
received your license. 

Your Ucense and Applicator 10 Number 
You will recei ve your license (Figure 2) from thc Momana 
Department of Agriculture wil hin six weeks of initial 

certification. You should be aware of your applicator 10 
number, your expiration date and your counry of record . 

AGURE 2, Your Farm (Private) Applicator License. 

.... 

Montana Department of Agr iculture 
Annual Agricultural License 

This ptrSQ/1 hll$ romplitli u';lh //1/ l/rt {"lilt'S of lilt SIIIIi' of /l/rm/a,UI 

Pril'Ole aplJ/iclIIor . £rpires.· 1213112014 

:/ Beaverhead CUl/nTY 

Woods. Mf 101m Doe 

999999-11 

.... 

I)rimle AgriCl~~l/ral Pes! COlltrol 
(Su 11Il! ~forr Sidtl) 

Expiration Date County of Record 

Cot/my of Rt!Cord. Your COUnty of reco rd is Llsually 
the COllnt)' where you reside within the sta te, llli ~ is 

important . as the local cOlln ry yon arc registernl ill 
tracks your individual r('Cords and n:certific:I1ioll c rc:.'(lils. 

Your records arc forwarded to your local county PAT 
coordinator.llli s is usually based on your address 

information given when you apply fo r the in itial 
certification, If yOIl move to a different address, be certain 
to call your local extension office and coruact thc PAT 

coordi nator for updating the databasc. 

Appli('(ltor ID Ntlmb~r. ' Ihe applicator 10 number 
is 10C.ltL-d in the lower left hand corner. Your applicator 

10 number is needed to verify attendance at any private 
applic.ltor recertification credit opportunity evem . 

Expint/ioll Dille. The expiration date is the last day that 
your cerrific:uion will be valid , lliis marks the last day in 

your certifica tion crcle for the region in which you reside. 
You must have accumulated six recert ification credits or have 
taken a closed-book exam (passed with a score of more than 

70 percent) on or before the expiration date to requalify for 
certification in the next cycle. If ),011 arc certified in Ihe final 

year of your ccrtifiCltion cycle, you automatically qualify fo r 
recertification in the next cycle (Figure 2). 

Online Credit Opportunities 
At time.s, priva[(~ applicators can fi nd themsclve.s short on 
recertification credits in the final days of thei r certification 
period, O nline credits arc available to all Montana 
private applicators, This opportunity is av:lilable on the 
MSU PSEP Web site at www,pcstjcidcs. !llOluaoa.edll by 
selecting the ' Privatc (Farm)' link, thcn selecting 'Online 

C redit Opportunities.' 

E.,ch applic.1tor has the opportunity to gain up to 

nvo credits within one ccrtific.1tion cycle through the 
onli ne process . Many diffe rent onli ne tests arc available 

and include topics on pesticide safc£),. calibration. 
rL'Cord keeping, pesticide labels and personal protectivc 

equipmellt 
O nlinc credits are o ffered by Illany 

organi7~1t ions including MSU Pesticide 
Education Program. Directions may vary so 
appl ic ltors must read and follow all d irections 
by each on line credit provider. Applicators 
that select online credits provided by MSU 
Pesticide Education Program should beware 
that an applic.1 tor only has twO chances, 
whether they pass or fuil, If the applicator 
receives a 70 percellt or heller he ca n print off 
the page and send ;t in with a $ 1 ~ payment 
to the MSU PSEI~ '111;s money WIll be us«1 

Applicator 10 

Number'" 
• Ctrlifird Ilpplicawn <In indi(llud by JIJr II l1mbrr I J. 

I b J 2 and .'Jlltrnmrnr fW1firidl 
Cummrrcial applic"lfln rurivr I Jl minI n" 0 -

3 



to support the MSU PSEP in purch:lSinS nt.'w trai ning 
materials and updating the online exam Web site. Online 
tcsting submittals will be reviewed by the MSU Pcsticide 
Educuion Office. Credits will lx: forwarded to PAT 
coordinators (county Extension agcnls) in counlies that 
the applicator is certified wi th in. 

rille MSU Pesticide Safety Education Program would 
like to Stress that online opponunities should be viewed 
as a last resort to applicators. Priority should ah ... ays 
be given to attending regular programs that focus on 
inleraet ion and valuable feedback. 'Ih is on line credit 
opportunity should supplemem the already existing credit 
opportun itics within your county. 

When purchasing restricted use products 
'n1(~ EnvironmCllIal Protection Asency (EPA) has listed 
approximately 19,000 pesticide products at the fc(lcra l 
level. These: products arc either registered as restricted usc 
or general usc products that may be purch:a.scd by anyone. 
Restrictcd usc pesticidc product labels will comain the 
statement. ~ RESTRJcrED USE PESTICIDE", on the top 

of the first page. A local vendor or dealer will ask fo r your 
private applic uor ccnificlIion when purchasing a restricted 
usc l>eSticide product. If you do nOi have a current private 
appliCltor ccrtHic n ion )'Ou will not be allowed 10 complete 
the purchase. Always keep your license with you when 
purchasing pesticide products and ncver purchase restricted 
U$(' pesticide products for others. 

Reference Materials 
As:l cerrified priv:ne :lpplicnor, it is your responsibility to 
USC pesticides in a manner consistent with the product label. 
while following all Statc and federa l laws regarding your 
pesticide applications, stor.tge and disposal. Using reference 
mat crials to answcr questions is an invaluable 1001 for 
Montana private appliCltors wilo find themselves in remote 
1000tiolls where quick answers arc nc:cded. All applicators 
should ha\'{' a copy of the EPA Core Manual and Montana 
Addendum and be f., miliar with the MSU Pesticide SafclY 

Educalion Progr.tm Weh sile.· These mallualscan bevicv.'cd 
online at w..vw.pesdcidg.IIlQ!l!lmil.cdu b)' selecting the 
'Private (Farm)' link and thcn selecting either 'EPA Core 
M:mual' or 'Montana Addendum' links. lhcsc manuals can 
also be ordered from MSU Extension at (406)994-3273. 

For quc.~t ions on new IlCSlicide products available. 
prooucts Jdisted by EPA. new pesticide laws. and pesticidc 
news stories of Montana interest see Ihe MSU Pesticide 
News Source al W\\l\v.pesticide.OlQllIana.edu. Select 
'Pcsticide News' onlhe home page. By periodically reviewing 
this site, a private appliCllOf can stay current on ncw events 
illlhe pestiCide \\'Orld Ihal may impaa thdr operation. 

TIlt: MSU PSEP home page also has:l link titled 
' reference materials.' On this page you will find a 
comprehensive list of Montguides. \'(!eb sitcs, and 
Exlension bulletins rclatl-d to a variety of pesticide subjects 
all appliCltor may have (lu c.~tiom abollf. 11,cse are the 
same rcsourccs that are used al pesticide programs around 
the st:l.le. 

For More Information 
Contact your local MSU Extension ofllce or the MSU 
Pesticide Safety Educ:uioll Progra m office :H: 

Deparllllenl of ,\ nimal and Range Sciencc 

103 An imal Bioscience Building 

I~O. Box 172900 
Bozeman, MT 597 17·2900 
Phone: 406-994-5067 
W\\l\v.!'csdcjdes, Illo!l!,ma,cd II 

Email: pcsticjdes@mQ!lIaoilsdu 

REMEMBER! 
Ku p YO llr F,lnl/ Applirfltor Licl'lIst! wil" YOII for all prilltlfl' 
applimror r:rfdit opporflmitil'S. 10 "tWin rtCl'rtijimtio1J 

rrrdits YOlll1lJtsl "IUlld 1"1' I'lIlirr ('f~III. as flll'II as mark your 
tlpp/iralor ID I/umb", routlly of rrrom twd signtltu" Oil/hI' 
tlfl,."dnuu s"ut for t1u t'/1t'ut. C"dits will IIOt Iu fIlunrdrd if 

npplirators foil to mark this illfontUltion. 

To order addltJorlal publications please cant t 
catalog al l t ore.msuextenslon '0" O' .. mo,,"', ,your Cb'"enty or reservation MSU Extension ollice. visit our online 

~I C 20U MSU E>.le<1$l0<1 
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