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MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Sondreson Hall 

September 13, 2020, 8pm 

 presentation of historical highlights about Inside the North Fork Road was well received. 

Meeting was called to order at 8:00 pm by President Bill Walker 

Board Members Present
Bill Walker, President  
Chris Heitz, Treasurer  
Karina Pettey, Secretary 
Larry Wilson, Past President 
Kenna Halsey, North Director 
Irv Heitz, North Director 

Board Members Absent 
Steve Kelly, Vice-President 
Jim Rittenburg, South Director 
Kevin Ulrichsen, South Director 

Opening Remarks
President Bill Walker briefly highlighted the following items of interest to NFLA members: The annual collection of food 
and cash donations for the food pantry happens at our October meeting. NFLA dues need to be paid promptly. And a 
stargazing event is scheduled for 
activity calendar. 

Minutes of August 9, 2020 Meeting
Minutes approved by acclamation. 

Chris Heitz (Attachments 1 and 2) 
For the month ended August 2020, the NFLA had 370 paid members. There was no income in August and expenses 
totaled $1,934.05. The $891.96 for the computer purchased earlier in the year was transferred from NFLA Whitefish 
Credit Union account to the operating fund to cover cash flow. 

For the fiscal year ended August 31, 2020. NFLA membership was 370 which is exactly what it was on August 31, 2019. 
Total NFLA funds in reserve is $15,000 and the yearend report is currently unaudited. 

Opening Fund Balance  $28,425.71  
2019-2020 Income $7,890.68 
2019-2020 Expenses $8,564.12  
Ending Fund Balance $27,752.27 

The Treasurer was thanked for her report. 
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Chris also presented the 2020-2021 budget to NFLA membership. She highlighted the fact that budgeted income includes 
dues, donations, fund raisers and interest income. Expenses for the next fiscal year are expected to exceed income in 
part due to increased costs for Welcome Committee, insurance, and road dust abatement.  If expenses are not covered 
by income, they will be covered by NFLA reserve funds. In summary: 

2020/2021 Budgeted Income $8,375.00 
2020/2021 Budgeted Expenses $8,688.00 
2020/2021 Projected Loss -$313.00 

Irv Heitz moved to accept the budget as presented, the motion was seconded and approved by acclamation. 

Committee Reports 

North Fork Patrol  Mark Heaphy 
In the event of an emergency, get to the nearest phone and call 911. In the past month, a head-on car crash 
involving alcohol, trespassing and another break-in were reported. A total of 3 break-ins between July  mid-
August were reported this year and two of them are related. With regards to trespassing, if the property is not on 

that talking with neighbors and letting them know 
when you are gone and who is authorized to be at your property. Flathead County deputies increased summer 
patrols on the North Fork as a result of grant funding. Those funds have now run out. Bear, wolf and moose 
season begin September 15. Regular hunting season opens October 24. Bow season is open now. 

Firewise Report  Lynn Ogle (Attachment 3) 
Lynn provided photos of the smoke / toxic air quality impacting the Pacific Northwest and the North Fork. There 
are currently 9 fires in Montana which have burned over 1 million acres, in addition to the fires in CA, WA and OR. 
Air quality will continue to be an issue until significant rain occurs. 

Sunshine Committee  Bonny Ogle 
Bonny reported 11 cards sent out in August. 

Welcome Committee  Karina Pettey for Gerry Stearns (Attachment 4) 
Karina reported the Welcome Committee met in August and proposed a mailing to all landowners that would 
include a letter, redesigned welcome brochure, a copy of the North Fork zoning and the Living with Wildlife 
brochure. If anyone has a copy of the wildlife brochure, please get it to Karina or Gerry Stearns. 

Supply Committee  Bill Walker for Richard Hildner 
Hall supplies are more than adequate due to lack of summer events. 

History Committee Report  Lois Walker (Attachment 5) 
Lois Walker provided information about three groups of people to consider when adding photos and stories to the 
walls in Sondreson Hall. 

Maintenance Committee Report  Irv Heitz  
Due to expenses of pest control, some maintenance is going to be deferred until next year. 

Old Business 

Wall of Fame  Committee Members include Lynn Ogle, Larry Wilson and Irv Heitz. 

New Business 

2021 Fundraisers 
Fundraisers for 2021 were discussed, no one volunteered to lead a fund raiser. 
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Upcoming NFLA calendar events 
Bill Walker announced that a decision regarding the annual Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners at Sondreson 
Hall is on the agenda for the October meeting. It is unlikely these events will be held unless Governor Bullock 
changes the Covid-19 guidelines or those wishing to host the event come up with creative ways to do so. 

Reports from Non-NFLA individuals or organizations 

North Fork Land Use Advisory Committee .- Randy Kenyon, Committee Chairman  
Randy noted that NFLUAC filed an appeal regarding Rising Wolf Resort.  The hearing is scheduled for the 
Flathead County Board of Adjustment on October 6, 2020 at 6pm. It is important for landowners to show up at the 
meeting.  
NFLUAC appointed a subcommittee to work on text amendments which clarify existing zoning language.  The 
committee includes Kenna & Kevin Halsey, Betsy Holycross, Karina Pettey and Jim Rittenburg.   

Randy is going to obtain clarification from Flathead County regarding NFLUAC reports being presented at NFLA 
meetings or other gatherings where there may inadvertently be a quorum of NFLUAC members. 

Le Grizz Run  Flannery Coates 
Le Grizz 39th annual Ultra-marathon is happening October 10, 2020. She requested use of the outhouse at 
Sondreson Hall for the event. Le Grizz will clean and resupply the outhouse. Larry Wilson moved to approve the 
request, it was seconded and approved by acclamation. There was 1 dissenting vote. 

Meeting Adjourned at 9:30pm 

Minutes recorded and prepared by Karina Pettey, NFLA Secretary 




































