North Fork LaNdowNer’s associatioN
Membership Meeting Minutes
Sondreson Hall
June 13, 2021, 8:00 pm

Tris Hoffman, USFS, and Dawn Lefleur, Glacier National Park, provided an interesting presentation regarding common
North Fork noxious weeds and how to control them.

Meeting was called to order at 8:10 pm by President Bill Walker
Board Members Present
Bill Walker, President
Steve Kelly, Vice-President
Chris Heitz, Treasurer
Karina Pettey, Secretary
Larry Wilson, Past President
Kenna Halsey, North Director
Irv Heitz, North Director
Jim Rittenburg, South Director

Board Members Absent
Kevin Ulrichsen, South Director

Opening Remarks
President Bill Walker welcomed attendees to the first meeting scheduled for 2021.
Minutes of the October 11, 2020 meeting
One correction to the minutes was noted by Karina Pettey, Secretary. The corrected minutes were
approved by acclamation.
Treasurer’s Report – Chris Heitz
For the month ended May 31, 2021, the NFLA had 357 paid members. There was $170 in
dues/donations income and expenses of $2,625.96. NFLA fund balance on May 31, 2021, was
$32,460.83. Our insurance coverage on Sondreson Hall has increased to $225,000. This may need
to increase given the rapid rise in construction costs. Chris also highlighted various expenses
expected over the next few months. The Treasurer was thanked for her report.
Committee Reports
North Fork Patrol – Mark Heaphy
The NF Patrol has checked 115 properties and covered 950 miles. They also respond to
emergency incidents when available. The NF Patrol is not law enforcement. Please keep
valuables / weapons in a safe or secure location. Crimes must be reported to the Sheriff’s
Office. Mark provided an update on the 3 break-ins in 2020. The perpetrator was
apprehended in Canada and returned to Washington state to face charges there. The
weapons stolen were recovered and returned to their owners. Mark was thanked for his
service.
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Firewise Report – Lynn Ogle
Lynn reminded members of the Firewise meeting is scheduled for the morning of the
summer Interlocal Meeting on July 14. There will be in depth analysis of the Camp Fire in
Paradise, CA. Lois Walker suggested that the NF Firewise sign needed to be replaced.
Lynn will research obtaining a new sign.
Sunshine Committee –Bonny Ogle (Attachment 1)
A total of 65 cards were sent between October 15 and June 13.
Welcome Committee – Gerry Stearns
Gerry discussed the packet sent by the Welcome Committee to all NF landowners of
record this spring, it contained a cover letter, updated Welcome Brochure, Living with
Wildlife brochure and the existing North Fork zoning regulations.
Supply Committee – Richard Hildner
If supplies need to be purchased, get him a list and he will pick up supplies.
History Committee Report – Lois Walker (Attachment 2)
Lois Walker provided an update regarding archive requests received from October – May.
See attached.
Maintenance Committee Report –Irv Heitz
• Irv thanked everyone who showed up for the Hall spring cleanup, over 30 people
participate. The outhouse was repaired, the hall cleaned, and Charlie Martin has offered a
cord of split lodgepole as a donation.
• Members will need to decide how they wish to heat the hall in the future. The existing
barrel stove metal has thinned to the point it is dangerous and must be replaced. The wood
cookstove really needs to be removed or replaced as well. We have two basic options
which were discussed at length:
o Replace the existing barrel stove with another wood stove, this would include
redoing the chimney.
o Replace with either propane wall heaters or a ceiling mount propane furnace. This
would require other renovations to the hall.
• Chad Bruns offered to speak with Denny Frey about building a custom stove for the hall.
• Irv Heitz will research solutions and cost and provide a report at the July meeting.
Old Business
Website Maintenance
Bill Walker continues to work on the website, he was delayed over the winter due to other
issues. The website will transition to a new hosting service this summer and we will be
purchasing an SSL certificate.

New Business
Volunteers to host traditional NFLA summer fund raisers
• The board asked members to consider hosting the pie social, crazy hat dance, or an
auction. No one volunteered during the meeting.
• Lorna Rittenburg is leading a group to host an Ice Cream Sale on August 18 in Polebridge.
Our target market is tourists!
• Steve Kelly discussed the private party he and Dick Leigh are hosting at Home Ranch
Bottoms on July 8, from 6-9 pm. There will be live music and a raffle fundraiser for the new
heating system. Raffle tickets are $5 each, 6 tickets for $20 and $40 tickets for $100.
Current raffle items include:
o Floating cooler
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•

o Key Lime Pie
o Huckleberry Pie
o Bottle of Wine
Mark Heaphy asked why fund raisers were needed when we have over $30,000 in the
bank. Chris explained that $15,000 was set aside by membership vote for the roof and
generator. Our annual budget is about $8,000 and that leave about $7,000 to cover any
other repair or expense items. The new heating system would likely require the entire
$7,000 and leave us with no cushion for unexpected expenses.

NFLA Elections
• NFLA elections are scheduled for August and very important this year due to the ongoing
work of the NFLUAC. 6 NFLA board members are appointed to serve on the NFLUAC per
the interlocal agreement. Currently the following positions are open.
o President (needs to be a fulltime resident)
o Vice-President (preferably a fulltime resident)
o Treasurer (possibly)
o Secretary (Karina Pettey will run for re-election)
o North Director (Irv Heitz position, he will consider running for re-election)
o South Director (Jim Rittenburg position, he is running for re-election)
• The following board members currently serve on the NFLUAC
o Larry Wilson
o Bill Walker
o Irv Heitz
o Kenna Halsey
o Karina Pettey
o Jim Rittenberg

Reports from Non-NFLA individuals or organizations
North Fork Land Use Advisory Committee- Randy Kenyon, NFLUAC chairman (Attachment 3)
Randy provided an update on the planning board meeting and announced that the text
amendment subcommittee planned to hold a working session (no public comment) at the
hall on Thursday, June 16 from 5-7 pm. It is open to public observers.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:47 pm
Minutes recorded and prepared by Karina Pettey, NFLA Secretary
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