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MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES 
Sondreson Hall 

October 10, 2021, 8pm 
 
 

Board Members Present      
Richard Hildner, President    
Kevin Halsey, Vice-President    
Chris Heitz, Treasurer     
Karina Pettey, Secretary 
Bill Walker, Past President 

Kenna Halsey, North Director 
Irv Heitz, North Director 
Jim Rittenburg, South Director 

Board Members Absent 
Kevin Ulrichsen, South Director 
 

 
 
1. NFLA President  Welcome & Opening Remarks 

Richard Hildner - New attendees were invited to introduce themselves. No one chose to do so. The President 
expressed condolences to the families of Alice Caldwell, Annie Konkler, Walter Roberts, and Paul Mueller, all of 
whom are sorely missed.  
1.1. Wood Stove - Irv Heitz was thanked for his hard work. 
1.2. Report on Agency Outreach  Richard continues outreach to various agencies to identify issues of importance 

to North Fork residents and request that the NFLA be kept apprised. He attended the inter-agency public 
meeting hosted by Flathead County Commissioner, Brad Abell, and presented a statement on behalf of the 
NFLA membership indicating that the NFLA takes no position paving or otherwise with regards to the North 
Fork Road and that the NFLA needs to be in the loop as discussion progresses. His statement is part of the 
public record and will be posted on the NFLA website. He also met with acting Glacier National Park (GNP) 
Superintendent, Pete Webster. GNP is looking at options for 2022 visitation management. An initial proposal 
ma
exceeded. He also indicated that no decision has been made on how to manage the Inside the North Fork Road. 
Richard requested that the NFLA have a seat at the table for any discussions impacting the North Fork 
community. 

 
2. Minutes of September 12, 2021, Meeting 

2.1. Minutes were approved as read. Richard announced that in the future, draft membership meeting minutes will 
be posted on the website. 

2.2. Irv Heitz made a motion for reconsideration of the 2022 NFLA membership meeting times voted at the 
September meeting (See 9/12/21 minutes, Item 6.1). The motion to reconsider was approved by a hand vote of 
15 in favor / 14 against. 
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2.2.1. A motion was made by Ray Brown and seconded by Debo Powers to keep the time changes voted at the 
September 2021, NFLA membership meeting which are: 8pm for June, July, and August, and 7pm for 
September and October. 

2.2.1.1. Considerable discussion followed regarding how best to communicate differing times and 
significant concern about making any changes to what was voted in September without it being 
noticed to NFLA membership prior to reconsideration.  

2.2.1.2. A hand vote showed 25 in favor of the motion, 2 opposed and 1 abstention.  
 

3.   Chris Heitz (Attachment 1) 
3.1. The NFLA Budget was approved by the board at its last meeting. It is a balanced budget for $8,500. A copy will 

be posted on the website. 
3.2. Committee mission statements /budgets were reviewed by the board and will be posted on the NFLA website. 

The Welcome Committee is the only one still under review. 
3.3. For September, the NFLA had $65 dollars in donations and $315 in dues. Total income was $380. The Sunshine 

committee and mantles for the propane lights were the expenses. The September loss was $72.75. Cash on 
hand was $37,711.67 and that includes the $15,000 emergency fund. In October we will pay off the wood stove 
and send out the fall newsletter. The membership signup form is included in the newsletter. 

 
4. Committee Reports 

4.1. Fire Mitigation Committee  Molly Shepherd (Attachment 2) 
4.1.1. Firewise requires we update our strategic action plan document every three years. Molly outlined three 

changes made to the document:  1) Add Flathead County CWPP language defining wildland urban 
interface. 2) Include mention of the Natural Resources Conservation Service Grant obtained and 3) 
Mention the Frozen-Moose Project which is currently being implemented. There is litigation regarding the 
Project and the strategic plan will be updated to reflect the litigation. These documents will be posted on 
the NFLA website. 

4.1.2. Molly also requested North Fork Landowners turn in any expenses / hours related to fire mitigation work 
completed between November 2020 and October 31, 2021, so it can be counted as part of our annual 
Firewise Report.  

 
4.2. Fire / Safety Report  Lynn Ogle 

Be sure to burn safely and have a permit if required. 
 

4.3. Sunshine Committee  Lynn for Bonny Ogle (Attachment 3) 
A total of 15 cards have been sent since the last meeting. 
 

4.4. History Committee  Lois Walker (Attachment 4) 
Janet Leigh and Lois made the presentation for the nomination of the Billy Kruse cabin to the historic register 
on September 16, 2021. It was approved and forwarded to the Keeper of the Register in Washington, DC. Lois 
reported on additional North Fork related requests and contacts. 
 

4.5. Welcome Committee  Gerry Stearns (Attachment 5) 
Gerry provided an update on the Welcome Committee meeting. 
 

4.6. Maintenance Committee  Irv Heitz 
No Report 
 

5. Old Business - None 
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6. New Business 
6.1. The next NFLA Board meeting is scheduled at Sondreson Hall on for November 11 at 5pm. 
6.2. Thanksgiving Dinner  No one has stepped up to host Thanksgiving at the hall and time is running out to host 

the event if alcohol is served due to insurance requirements. Tonight, is the last call for volunteers to host the 
dinner. There were no volunteers. Mark Heaphy reminded everyone that Thanksgiving Dinner is an NFLA 
sponsored event and is funded in part by the NFLA. Christmas is not an NFLA sponsored event. 

6.3. Food pantry donations, checks/cash are collected at our October meeting. Donations will go to the Columbia 
Falls Foodbank this year. If individuals wish to write a check to the Food Bank, they may give it to Chris. 
 

7. Reports from Non  NFLA individuals or organizations 
7.1. North Fork Patrol  Mark Heaphy reported bow season will be ending soon and general hunting season opens 

October 23. If there is an issue, get a license plate and call it in. North Fork Patrol is not law enforcement. 
 

8. Member Comments 
8.1. Lynn Ogle  Please hold phone calls to Larry Wilson until he is feeling better. 
8.2. Ray Brown Hunting and shooting are allowed at Sondreson Meadows. The gate will be locked this week per 

USFS guidelines. Perhaps the NFLA needs to contact the USFS and request they address safe use of firearms at 
their rental cabins. 

8.3. Mark Heaphy  Christmas plans have not yet been finalized. Organizers are discussing a dessert fest outside 
with warming fires and Christmas carols. Additional information will be posted later. 

8.4. The next NFLA membership meeting is June 12, 2022, at 8pm. Lois Walker presents at 7pm. 
 

9. Adjournment 
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